
David Amsalem 
Member of the Knesset 
         December 22, 2021 

 

MK Mickey Levy 
Speaker of the Knesset 
 
 
Dear Sir, 

Re: Making false representation to the Knesset under the guise of a background document for 
the management and operation of the holy sites 

 

1. I am in possession of a copy of a background document that you distributed prior to 

the discussion in the Committee for Jewish Religious Services on the subject of the 

management and operation of the holy sites that was compiled by Jewish Pluralism 

Watch – Masorti Movement in Israel on December 8, 2021. 

2.  I am not familiar with the organization, but their document clearly presents a one-

sided picture that does not accurately reflect (to put it mildly) the data made 

available by the committee chairman for perusal by members of the Knesset. 

3. In light of this, I demand that the Speaker of the Knesset issue an order banning this 

organization which makes false representation to the Knesset in the guise of a 

background document, from distributing documents in the Knesset. 

Salient points: 

1. Owing to the sensitive nature of the Kotel, both internationally and security-wise, the 

Government of Israel decided that the administration of the Kotel would be separated 

from other holy sites and it was therefore placed under the authority of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, unlike the National Center for the Development of Holy Places which is 

run under the auspices of the Ministry for Religious Services. This division appears in a 

government decision that was not presented to members of the Knesset, demonstrating 

once again the lack of transparency. 



2. The role of Rabbi of the Western Wall and his statutory powers are defined in the law 

and in the regulations. This information was not presented to the Knesset members. 

3. The Deputy Attorney General clarified that Rabbi Shmuel Rabinovitch is a rabbi like all 

other rabbis in Israel; he was ordained to the Rabbinate like all rabbis during that time; 

and his appointment was lawfully made. Therefore, failure to present this document 

constitutes misleading the Knesset. 

4. The use of articles published in the media without citing the responses of the 

Foundation or the Rabbi or the Center is unworthy and undermines transparency. 

5. Transparency: Before making complaints about lack of transparency, this organization 

should shine a light on itself and reveal its own lack of transparency and false 

representation. 

I request your urgent attention to the matter of presenting false documents such as these to 

members of the Knesset. 

 

Sincerely 

 

MK David Amsalem 

 

Attorney Sagit Afik –Attorney General of the Knesset 

Mk Yulia Malinovsky – Chair, Committee for Special National Infrastructure Initiatives and Jewish 

Religious Services 

MK Matan Kahana – Minister of Religious Services 

Ms. Carmit Yulis – Deputy Attorney General of the Knesset 

Rabbi Shmuel Rabinovitch – Rabbi of the Western Wall and the Holy Places 

Rabbi Yosef Schwinger – Director, National Center for the Development of the Holy Places 

Rabbi Mordechai “Solly” Eliav – Director General, Western Wall Heritage Foundation 

 

 


